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SUBJECT: PROPOSED ABRASIMOV-STOBBE RETURN LUNCHEON 

REF: USBERLIN 0474 

SUMMARY: BERLIN SENAT HAS ADVISED ALLIED MISSIONS THAT SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV HAS INVITED BERLIN GOVERNING MAYOR STOBBE 
POR RETURN LUNCHEON APRIL 26 IN EAST BERLIN. SENAT OPPICIALS 
SAY STOBBE WILL GO IP VAN WELL AND WISHNEWSKY APPROVE. PRENCH 
AND BRITISH HAVE EXPRESSED SOME RESERVATIONS TO MEETING, BUT 
WE EXPECT THEY WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO BLOCK LUNCHEON. END SUMMARY 

1. THE GOVERNING MAYOR ADVISED THE ALLIES THAT SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
ABRASIMOV HAS INVITED HIM TO A RETURN LUNCHEON AT THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY IN EAST BERLIN APRIL 26. INITIAL CONTACT FOR LUNCHEON 

WAS MADE THROUGH PRIVATE CITIZEN IN WEST BERLIN. STOBBE LET 
IT BE KNOWN THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO HAVE MEETINGS WITH SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR ARRANGED THROUGH ANONYMOUS INTERMEDIARIES; 
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IP SOVIETS WISH TO MEET WITH HIM THEY SHOULD DO SO IN A 
STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. CONSEQUENTLY, LUNCHEON INVITA- 
TION TO STOBBE WAS THEN EXTENDED THROUGH SOVIET CONSUL 
GENERAL IN WEST BERLIN BYKOV. STOBBE INTENDS TO ACCEPT 
INVITATION IF BONN GIVES ITS APPROVAL. 

2. SENAT OPFICIALS LOOK UPON INVITATION AS RETURN POR 
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DINNER HOSTED BY STOBBE IN LATE FEBRUARY (REFTEL). 

BASED ON CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE HEAD OF CHANCELLERY 
HEIMANN AND SOVIET CONSUL GENERAL BYKOV APRIL 19, SENAT 
IS CONVINCED LUNCHEON IS ALSO TIMED TO PROVIDE ABRASIMOV 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH STOBBE AS PART OF OVERALL PRE- 
PARATORY EFFORT FOR BREZHNEV'S VISIT TO FRG IN MAY. 

OTHERWISE, SENAT DOES NOT ANTICIPATE ANYTHING OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY WILL BE RAISED BY SOVIETS. 

3. FRENCH AND BRITISH MISSIONS HERE HAVE EXPRESSED 
CONCERN THAT THIS MEETING BETWEEN ABRASIMOV AND 
STOBBE COMES TOO QUICKLY ON THE HEELS OF THE FEB. 24 
DINNER. PRIVATELY, FRENCH TOLD US THAT THEY WERE UN- 
HAPPY WITH STOBBE DISCUSSING IN TOO MUCH DETAIL BERLIN 
ISSUES WITH SOVIET AMBASSADOR. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE,HOW- 
EVER, THEY HAVE NOT VOICED OBJECTIONS TO SENAT OFFICIALS. 

AT DINNER APRIL 20, FRENCH SENAT LIAISON OFFICER SEEMED 
GREATLY RELIEVED TO HEAR THAT SENAT AND GOVERNING MAYOR 
ARE NOT INTERESTED IN HAVING GOVERNING MAYOR MEET ON 
ANY SORT OF REGULAR SCHEDULE WITH ABRASIMOV. SENAT 
ASSURANCES THAT STOBBE DECISION TO ACCEPT IN PRINCIPLE 
APRIL 26 INVITATION IS LARGELY A MATTER OF PROTOCOL 
COURTESY MAY BE ENOUGH TO MOLLIFY FRENCH. WE DO NOT 

IN ANY CASE SEE WHY WE SHOULD DISCOURAGE STOBBE FROM ACCEPT- 
ING THIS INVITATION, NOR DO WE FEEL THAT THIS IS AN 
APPROPRIATE ISSUE TO BE DISCUSSED IN BONN UNTIL THE FRG 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 USBERL 00952 2II543Z 

FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS MADE ITS DECISION. AS OF APRIL 

21, STOBBE IS WAITING FOR THE VIEWS OF BAHR AND WISHNEWSKY 

ET AL, ON WHETHER HE SHOULD ACCEPT. 

4. SENAT CHANCELLERY CHIEF HEIMANN ALSO TOLD SENAT 
LIAISON OFFICERS APRIL 20, HE AND OTHER SENAT OFFICIALS 
DO NOT RPT NOT EXPSCT ANYTHING CONCRETE TO COME FROM 
BREZHNIV VISIT FOR BERLIN. GEORGE 
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